The evaluation and fault diagnosis of a diesel engine's health conditions without disassembly are very important for diesel engine safe operation. Currently, the research on fault diagnosis has focused on the time domain or frequency domain processing of vibration signals. However, early fault signals are mostly weak energy signals, and the fault information cannot be completely extracted by time domain and frequency domain analysis. Thus, in this article, a novel fault diagnosis method of diesel engine valve clearance using the improved variational mode decomposition (VMD) and bispectrum algorithm is proposed. First, the experimental study was designed to obtain fault vibration signals. The improved VMD method by choosing the optimal decomposition layers is applied to denoise vibration signals. Then the bispectrum analysis of the reconstructed signal after VMD decomposition is carried out. The results show that bispectrum image under different working conditions exhibits obviously different characteristics respectively. At last, the diagonal projection method proposed in this paper was used to process the bispectrum image, and the fourth order cumulant is calculated. The calculation results show that three states of the valve clearance are successfully distinguished.
Introduction
Abnormal valve clearance is one of the most common faults in the valve mechanism of a diesel engine [1] . It can cause valve switch timing changes, affect the quality of air exchange in the cylinder, cause combustion deterioration, and affect the emission and economy of the diesel engine. It is of great significance for condition monitoring and fault diagnosis of diesel engine valve clearance. The vibration signal of diesel engine cylinder head contains much information about working state and fault characteristics. Extracting proper characteristic parameters from the vibration signal can effectively identify the working state and related faults of a diesel engine [2] [3] [4] .
Due to the complex structure and vibration sources of diesel engine, the vibration signal of diesel engine contains much noise. In addition, in the early stage of the engine fault, the vibration characteristic energy which indicates the fault information is weak and cannot be extracted directly. Therefore, the vibration signals need to be further processed to identify the fault characteristics.
The improved VMD method can decompose a complex signal into several IMF components from high to low frequency and can avoid mode mixing. Therefore, the engine fault characteristics hidden in the vibration signals can be decomposed into a specific IMF component. The bispectrum analysis to the reconstructed signal after VMD decomposition can further acquire the nonlinear and non-Gauss characteristics of fault features. This paper presents a new approach on the basis of improved VMD and bispectrumis proposed for the fault diagnosis of diesel engine.
Methodology

VMD
The Theory of the VMD Algorithm
The function of the VMD algorithm is to decompose a signal f into several discrete modal components u k . For each modal component of u k , the central frequency is determined by the number of decomposition layers, and almost every modal component is close to the central frequency. That is, each modal has a specific sparsity and is able to reconstruct the original signal. The steps of VMD decomposition are shown as follows [12] :
First, the bandwidth of modal components u k needs to be estimated. For each modal component, the Hilbert transform is used to process the signal to obtain the single side spectrum:
In this equation, Hu k (t) is the single side spectrum, δ(t) is the Dirac distribution, k is the number of modes, u k (t) denotes mode function and "*" is the convolution operation symbol. For the two functions f 1 (t) and f 2 (t), the convolution operation is defined as: s(t) = f 1 (t) * f 2 (t) = +∞ −∞ f 1 (τ) f 2 (t − τ)dτ. Then mixing the predicted center frequencies of the single-side spectrum, the analytic signal is obtained. The analytic signal of the modal function is as follows,
In this equation, Au k (t) is the analytic signal and ω k is the center frequency of each modal component. After processing by Equation (2) , the bandwidth can be obtained by the square of L2 norm, which is the Gauss smoothing of the demodulated signal. The constrained variational model is obtained as follows:
In the above equation, {u k } = {u 1 , · · · , u k } are the full modal components, {ω k } = {ω 1 , · · · , ω k } are the central frequencies of modal components.
is the sum of all modes.
There are many ways to solve this problem. For VMD, the quadratic penalty term and Lagrange multiplier λ are added into the VMD algorithm to obtain the unconstrained equation. The quadratic penalty can guarantee the accuracy of signal reconstruction under the Gauss noise interference. Lagrange multipliers guarantee the strictness of constraint conditions. By the combination of these two methods, the quadratic penalty term has a good convergence property under the finite weight, so that the quadratic penalty term will not be infinite because of the absence of noise. Based on this method, the augmented Lagrangian formula can be obtained as follows: The minimum value in original Equation (3) now has been changed into a saddle point problem for the augmented Lagrangian formula (4) . This problem can be solved by repeated local optimization of u k , ω k , and λ. The updated process is shown as follows:
First, initialize u k , ω k , λ, n as 0, then update u k as follows:
By overwriting Equation (5), we can get the minimization equation as follows:
Then update ω k :
And update λ:
Repeat the above steps until satisfied the iterative stop condition as follows:
Then the cycle will stop, K modal components are obtained.
Verification of VMD Algorithm
In order to verify the superiority of the VMD method compared with the EMD method, two algorithms are used respectively to analyze an analog signal in this paper.
The analog signal is composed by four different components: 50 Hz sinusoidal signal, 100 Hz sinusoidal signal, impulse signal and noise signal (to make the noise more similar to actual signals, we selected non-Gaussian noise). The analog signal and its components are shown in Figure 1 .
The minimum value in original Equation (3) now has been changed into a saddle point problem for the augmented Lagrangian formula (4) . This problem can be solved by repeated local optimization of u k , ω k , and λ. The updated process is shown as follows:
The analog signal is composed by four different components: 50 Hz sinusoidal signal, 100Hz sinusoidal signal, impulse signal and noise signal (to make the noise more similar to actual signals, we selected non-Gaussian noise). The analog signal and its components are shown in Figure 1 For the VMD algorithm, the number of decomposition layers was chosen as K = 5, according to the composition of the analog signal and the complexity of the noise signal. For EMD algorithm, the decomposition result is obtained automatically by convergence condition, and the final result of EMD decomposition is six layers. The results of VMD algorithm and EMD algorithm are shown in Figure 2 .
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For the VMD algorithm, the number of decomposition layers was chosen as K=5, according to the composition of the analog signal and the complexity of the noise signal. For EMD algorithm, the decomposition result is obtained automatically by convergence condition, and the final result of EMD decomposition is six layers. The results of VMD algorithm and EMD algorithm are shown in From Figure 2a , it can be seen that VMD method can separate the 100 Hz sinusoidal signal, 50 Hz sinusoidal signal, and impulse signal from the original signal accurately. However, the EMD decomposition result shows obvious mode aliasing problem. The impulse signal and 100 Hz sinusoidal signal are all appeared in IMF1. The result shows that VMD algorithm has high accuracy.
Bispectrum
The Definition of Bispectrum
For the stationary vibration signal X(n), the bispectrum is defined as:
From this equation, it can be found that the bispectrum has two frequency variables ω1, ω2, the bispectrum amplitude of X(n) at (ω1, ω2) is equal to the product of the spectrum amplitude at ω1, ω2 and (ω1 + ω2)/2. Bispectrum has amplitude information and phase information, which can describe signal nonlinearity and non-Gauss characteristics. When the mechanical system is broken or the state changes, the nonlinear characteristic of the system will change. The quadratic phase coupling is a common nonlinear phenomenon, which means two frequency components in the signal interact with each other, and the corresponding phase relationship is called the quadratic phase coupling. The quadratic phase coupling information can be extracted by using bispectrum to describe the quadratic phase coupling quantitatively.
Bispectrum Calculation
There are many different methods that can calculate the bispectrum. The direct calculation method has higher accuracy, and its algorithm steps are shown as follows [21] :
(1) The test data X = [x1,x2,…,xm] are divided into Y segments of observation data and each segment contains M data samples. From Figure 2a , it can be seen that VMD method can separate the 100 Hz sinusoidal signal, 50 Hz sinusoidal signal, and impulse signal from the original signal accurately. However, the EMD decomposition result shows obvious mode aliasing problem. The impulse signal and 100 Hz sinusoidal signal are all appeared in IMF1. The result shows that VMD algorithm has high accuracy.
Bispectrum
The Definition of Bispectrum
From this equation, it can be found that the bispectrum has two frequency variables ω 1 , ω 2 , the bispectrum amplitude of X(n) at (ω1, ω2) is equal to the product of the spectrum amplitude at ω 1 , ω 2 and (ω 1 + ω 2 )/2. Bispectrum has amplitude information and phase information, which can describe signal nonlinearity and non-Gauss characteristics. When the mechanical system is broken or the state changes, the nonlinear characteristic of the system will change. The quadratic phase coupling is a common nonlinear phenomenon, which means two frequency components in the signal interact with each other, and the corresponding phase relationship is called the quadratic phase coupling. The quadratic phase coupling information can be extracted by using bispectrum to describe the quadratic phase coupling quantitatively.
Bispectrum Calculation
(1) The test data X = [x 1 ,x 2 , . . . ,x m ] are divided into Y segments of observation data and each segment contains M data samples.
Energies 2019, 12, 661 6 of 16 ( 2) The mean value is removed from the observed data of each segment. (3) Add the windows and calculate the discrete Fourier variation coefficients for each segment of data.
where γ = 0,1, . . . ,M/2, i = 1,2, . . . ,Y. (4) The bispectrum b y of the y-th order record is computed as:
where x i denotes the FFT of the y-th record.
(5) Finally, the average value of B y is calculated as the result of bispectrum estimates.
Bispectrum Slice
Because bispectrum is a two-dimensional function, it is difficult to extract and analyze the image features compared with one-dimensional curve. In practical application, the signal feature is usually analyzed by bispectrum one-dimensional slice. The bispectrum one-dimensional slice is defined as one-dimensional Fourier transform of cumulant slice. For bispectrum B x (ω 1 , ω 2 ), fix any independent variables ω 1 or ω 2 , the calculation result B x (ω 1 , ω 2 ) is one dimensional slice. When ω 1 = ω 2 , the bispectrum diagonal slice can be obtained.
Engine Test Program and Experimental Data Acquisition
In this test, a six-cylinder inline diesel engine was used to generate the vibration signals. When the diesel engine is running, the pressure generated by the cylinder gas combustion and the impact of the inlet and exhaust valve movement act directly on the cylinder head and cause the cylinder head to vibrate. Therefore, the vibration signal of cylinder head contains abundant information, which is helpful for fault diagnosis. Three acceleration sensors were mounted on the cylinder head of cylinder 1-cylinder 3. The engine test condition was 2100 rpm-100% load. The vibration acceleration signals analyzed in this paper were collected by the acceleration sensor on cylinder 1. The data sampling frequency was 25,600 Hz. The fault parameters of the conditions are shown in Table 1 . The test engine and the location of acceleration sensors are shown in Figure 3a , and the Dynamometer and LMS Scada III test system are shown in Figure 3b . 
Results
Signal Denoising by Improved VMD
The change of valve clearance will directly result in the change of intake and exhaust valve mechanism and intake and exhaust state. The change of engine mechanical system will influence the characteristics of whole diesel engine. Thus, the vibration response will change. The valve clearance states can be categorized into three groups: the big valve clearance condition, normal valve clearance condition and small valve clearance condition. In order to further analyze the frequency components of cylinder head vibration signals under different valve clearance states, the power spectral density (PSD) analysis of the vibration signals under three working conditions was carried out.
Figures 4a-6a show the vibration curves under a big valve clearance condition, normal valve clearance condition and small valve clearance condition, respectively. PSD explains energy distribution of signal in the frequency domain. Figures 4b-6b show the results of the vibration signal PSD estimations for big valve clearance condition, normal valve clearance condition and small valve clearance condition. 
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Results
Signal Denoising by Improved VMD
Figures 4a-6a show the vibration curves under a big valve clearance condition, normal valve clearance condition and small valve clearance condition, respectively. PSD explains energy distribution of signal in the frequency domain. Figures 4b-6b show the results of the vibration signal PSD estimations for big valve clearance condition, normal valve clearance condition and small valve clearance condition. Figures 4b-6b , we can find that in all three valve-clearance states, the cylinder head vibration signals have peak values on both 2k Hz and 6k Hz. However, there are many noise components in the frequency domain, and the peak value of each frequency band is not prominent. So, the vibration signals need to be further processed.
Firstly, the vibration signals are decomposed by the VMD method. There are generally two methods for determining the number of decomposition layers in VMD algorithm. The first method is to select the best decomposition result by comparing the decomposition results under different decomposition layers. The second method is to determine the appropriate decomposition layers in advance through a certain prior knowledge. The second method is more efficient in practical calculation. If the appropriate decomposition layer is determined according to the prior knowledge, the higher accuracy can also be obtained. So, in this paper, the second method to determine the decomposition layer is used. According to the introduction of VMD algorithm above, the VMD algorithm is closely related to the central frequency of the component in the decomposition process. The frequency of the decomposition result is single or not is also an important index to evaluate the validity of the decomposition algorithm. Therefore, a decomposition layer selection method based on component central frequency fluctuation is proposed in this paper.
In order to determine the optimal number of decomposition layers, 80 segments of each signal are selected for analysis under three conditions: normal valve clearance, big valve clearance, and small valve clearance. In the analysis process, the 240-segment signal was decomposed into 5/6/7/8 layers by the VMD algorithm, respectively. According to previous experiments, the optimum decomposition level of engine vibration signal is generally within this range. After the decomposition, the central frequency of each order component under different decomposition layers is calculated. Then the fourth-order cumulant of central frequency of each order component was calculated to indicate the extent of its fluctuations (the fourth-order cumulant will increase with the Figures 4b-6b , we can find that in all three valve-clearance states, the cylinder head vibration signals have peak values on both 2k Hz and 6k Hz. However, there are many noise components in the frequency domain, and the peak value of each frequency band is not prominent. So, the vibration signals need to be further processed.
In order to determine the optimal number of decomposition layers, 80 segments of each signal are selected for analysis under three conditions: normal valve clearance, big valve clearance, and small valve clearance. In the analysis process, the 240-segment signal was decomposed into 5/6/7/8 layers by the VMD algorithm, respectively. According to previous experiments, the optimum decomposition level of engine vibration signal is generally within this range. Table 2 below: As is shown in Table 2 , the fluctuation of central frequency is the smallest when the decomposition layer K = 6, so it can be concluded that K = 6 is the best number of decomposition layers suitable for the current vibration signal decomposition. In particular, it can be seen from figures 7a-d that, regardless of the value of K, the central frequency of the last order component in the decomposition results fluctuates greatly because the central frequency of last order component is near 10 kHz. It is generally believed that the vibration is very complicated due to the large number of vibration sources near this frequency, but comprehensive observation does not affect that K = 6 is the best number of decomposition layers.
After determining the optimal number of VMD decomposition layers for the vibration signal of diesel engine, the VMD algorithm was used to process the original vibration signal. The specific process is to decompose and reconstruct a segment of signal using the VMD algorithm. Figure 6a . Daubechies (db) wavelet is a type of wavelet function commonly employed in the field of fault diagnosis and signal processing [21] , therefore, the db5 wavelet was used to denoise the vibration signal. After wavelet denoising, the Table 2 below: As is shown in Table 2 , the fluctuation of central frequency is the smallest when the decomposition layer K = 6, so it can be concluded that K = 6 is the best number of decomposition layers suitable for the current vibration signal decomposition. In particular, it can be seen from Figure 7a -d that, regardless of the value of K, the central frequency of the last order component in the decomposition results fluctuates greatly because the central frequency of last order component is near 10 kHz. It is generally believed that the vibration is very complicated due to the large number of vibration sources near this frequency, but comprehensive observation does not affect that K = 6 is the best number of decomposition layers.
After determining the optimal number of VMD decomposition layers for the vibration signal of diesel engine, the VMD algorithm was used to process the original vibration signal. The specific process is to decompose and reconstruct a segment of signal using the VMD algorithm. Figures 4a-6a . Daubechies (db) wavelet is a type of wavelet function commonly employed in the field of fault diagnosis and signal processing [21] , therefore, the db5 wavelet was used to denoise the vibration signal. After wavelet denoising, the PSD estimation was used to explain energy distribution of denoised signal in the frequency domain, the PSD results are shown in Figures 8c-10c . As can be seen from Figures 8-10 , compared to the frequency curve of original signal, the frequency components of the reconstructed signals are very clear, the noise components are minimal, and the information in each frequency band of original signals are preserved to the maximum extent. In contrast, as is shown Figures 8d-10d , the wavelet denoising method can also achieve good denoising effect. But from the frequency waveforms, it can be found that the wavelet denoising method mainly retains the obvious peak values of 2 kHz and 6 kHz in the original signal, while the peak values of other frequency bands are basically removed. That may cause the denoised signal to lose part of fault information. To better illustrate this problem, the average energy EAverage is defined by the following equation:
In this equation, x(i) is the i-th data point of the signal, N is the number of data sampling points in the signal, the calculation results of these three conditions of original signals, VMD reconstructed signals and wavelet denoising signals are shown in Table 3 . As shown above, after wavelet denoising, the average energy of all three conditions decreases greatly. But under big valve clearance and small valve clearance condition, the average energy of the wavelet-denoising signal is reduced by more than 74%. It means that some information in the original signal could be lost after wavelet-denoising shown in Figures 8d-10d As can be seen from Figures 8-10 , compared to the frequency curve of original signal, the frequency components of the reconstructed signals are very clear, the noise components are minimal, and the information in each frequency band of original signals are preserved to the maximum extent. In contrast, as is shown Figures 8d-10d , the wavelet denoising method can also achieve good denoising effect. But from the frequency waveforms, it can be found that the wavelet denoising method mainly retains the obvious peak values of 2 kHz and 6 kHz in the original signal, while the peak values of other frequency bands are basically removed. That may cause the denoised signal to lose part of fault information. To better illustrate this problem, the average energy E Average is defined by the following equation:
In this equation, x(i) is the i-th data point of the signal, N is the number of data sampling points in the signal, the calculation results of these three conditions of original signals, VMD reconstructed signals and wavelet denoising signals are shown in Table 3 . As shown above, after wavelet denoising, the average energy of all three conditions decreases greatly. But under big valve clearance and small valve clearance condition, the average energy of the wavelet-denoising signal is reduced by more than 74%. It means that some information in the original signal could be lost after wavelet-denoising shown in Figures 8d-10d . Comparatively, the results of VMD shown in Figures 8b-10b retain more information. Such as the peak values of many frequency bands in reconstructed signals after VMD denoising is consistent with the original signals, but basically removed after wavelet denoising. Thus, it can be concluded that to engine fault detection, the improved VMD denoising method is better than wavelet denoising method.
Fault Feature Extraction by Improved Bispectrum
In order to further analyze the characteristics of valve clearance in different states, the bispectrum analysis of reconstructed signal was carried out. The results are shown in Figures 11-13 . Figures 11a-13a are three-dimensional bispectrum diagrams, and Figures 11b-13b are bispectrum contour diagrams. From the results, we can find that the bispectrum amplitude is not zero, and the peak value appears at some frequencies, which indicates that the cylinder head vibration signal is non-Gauss signal, and the phenomenon of quadratic phase coupling exists. The second phase coupling phenomenon is the most common nonlinear phenomenon. So, the vibration signal is also a nonlinear signal. From the figures it can be found that the peak value of bispectrum image is gradually increasing from the smaller valve clearance to the bigger valve clearance, which indicates that the nonlinear characteristics of cylinder head vibration signals change with the valve clearance changes. The nonlinearity of cylinder head system increases with the increase of valve clearance (due to wear and deformation of the working parts). signals, but basically removed after wavelet denoising. Thus, it can be concluded that to engine fault detection, the improved VMD denoising method is better than wavelet denoising method.
In order to further analyze the characteristics of valve clearance in different states, the bispectrum analysis of reconstructed signal was carried out. The results are shown in Figures 11-13 . Figures 11a-13a are three-dimensional bispectrum diagrams, and Figures 11b-13b are bispectrum contour diagrams. From the results, we can find that the bispectrum amplitude is not zero, and the peak value appears at some frequencies, which indicates that the cylinder head vibration signal is non-Gauss signal, and the phenomenon of quadratic phase coupling exists. The second phase coupling phenomenon is the most common nonlinear phenomenon. So, the vibration signal is also a nonlinear signal. From the figures it can be found that the peak value of bispectrum image is gradually increasing from the smaller valve clearance to the bigger valve clearance, which indicates that the nonlinear characteristics of cylinder head vibration signals change with the valve clearance changes. The nonlinearity of cylinder head system increases with the increase of valve clearance (due to wear and deformation of the working parts). After bispectrum analysis, to further calculate the fault degree by quantization, we need to slice the bispectrum graph diagonally (the angle shown by the red line in the Figure 13b ), and analyze it by using the two-dimensional slice data. The two-dimensional slice results are shown in Figure 14 . Comparing Figure 14 with Figures 11-13 , we can find that the diagonal slice method does lead to loss of information. However, the characteristic components should be maintained as far as possible when extracting features from engine vibration signals. So, the diagonal projection method is proposed in this paper, processing the signals with bispectrum to obtain the result as per Figures  11-13 preliminarily, then projecting one side of this result on the diagonal line (the red line). All of the subsequent processes will be analyzed based on the diagonal projection. There are two points that should be explained in particular. One is that the result of bispectrum is symmetric and the side selection has no effect on subsequent process. In this paper, the right side was selected. The other one is that the diagonal projection means take the maximum values of every line which is perpendicular to the diagonal projection line instead of taking the sum. The results of diagonal projection are shown as follows:
As shown in Figure 15 , compared with Figure 14 , diagonal projection maintains more information. After bispectrum analysis, to further calculate the fault degree by quantization, we need to slice the bispectrum graph diagonally (the angle shown by the red line in the Figure 13b ), and analyze it by using the two-dimensional slice data. The two-dimensional slice results are shown in Figure 14 . Comparing Figure 14 with Figures 11-13 , we can find that the diagonal slice method does lead to loss of information. However, the characteristic components should be maintained as far as possible when extracting features from engine vibration signals. So, the diagonal projection method is proposed in this paper, processing the signals with bispectrum to obtain the result as per Figures  11-13 preliminarily, then projecting one side of this result on the diagonal line (the red line). All of the subsequent processes will be analyzed based on the diagonal projection. There are two points that should be explained in particular. One is that the result of bispectrum is symmetric and the side selection has no effect on subsequent process. In this paper, the right side was selected. The other one is that the diagonal projection means take the maximum values of every line which is perpendicular to the diagonal projection line instead of taking the sum. The results of diagonal projection are shown as follows:
As shown in Figure 15 , compared with Figure 14 , diagonal projection maintains more information. Comparing Figure 14 with Figures 11-13 , we can find that the diagonal slice method does lead to loss of information. However, the characteristic components should be maintained as far as possible when extracting features from engine vibration signals. So, the diagonal projection method is proposed in this paper, processing the signals with bispectrum to obtain the result as per Figures 11-13 preliminarily, then projecting one side of this result on the diagonal line (the red line). All of the subsequent processes will be analyzed based on the diagonal projection. There are two points that should be explained in particular. One is that the result of bispectrum is symmetric and the side selection has no effect on subsequent process. In this paper, the right side was selected. The other one is that the diagonal projection means take the maximum values of every line which is perpendicular to the diagonal projection line instead of taking the sum. The results of diagonal projection are shown as follows:
As shown in Figure 15 , compared with Figure 14 , diagonal projection maintains more information. To verify the superiority of this method, 80 segments of cylinder head vibration signals of small valve clearance, normal working conditions, and big valve clearance, respectively, obtained from the test engine as mentioned above were used. Firstly, signals are denoised by VMD. Secondly, the bispectrum is used to analyze those signals preliminarily. Thirdly, the diagonal slice and diagonal projection methods are employed to process bispectrum results, respectively. Finally, the fourth-order cumulants of diagonal slice and diagonal projection are used as an index to detect faults. In order to observe the general recognition performance, all of the 80 sets of signals are processed by mean. The results are shown in Figure 16 . For further comparison, the data normalization is shown in Table 4 . As shown above, the diagonal slice method can recognize small valve clearance easily, but can hardly recognize big valve clearance from normal working conditions. For the diagonal projection method, these three working conditions can be clearly recognized. The normalization results also show that the discrimination of the diagonal projection method is better.
Summary and Outlook
This paper presented a new fault diagnosis method for diesel engines based on improved VMD, bispectrum and fourth-order cumulant that employs a cylinder head vibration signal. The To verify the superiority of this method, 80 segments of cylinder head vibration signals of small valve clearance, normal working conditions, and big valve clearance, respectively, obtained from the test engine as mentioned above were used. Firstly, signals are denoised by VMD. Secondly, the bispectrum is used to analyze those signals preliminarily. Thirdly, the diagonal slice and diagonal projection methods are employed to process bispectrum results, respectively. Finally, the fourth-order cumulants of diagonal slice and diagonal projection are used as an index to detect faults. In order to observe the general recognition performance, all of the 80 sets of signals are processed by mean. The results are shown in Figure 16 . To verify the superiority of this method, 80 segments of cylinder head vibration signals of small valve clearance, normal working conditions, and big valve clearance, respectively, obtained from the test engine as mentioned above were used. Firstly, signals are denoised by VMD. Secondly, the bispectrum is used to analyze those signals preliminarily. Thirdly, the diagonal slice and diagonal projection methods are employed to process bispectrum results, respectively. Finally, the fourth-order cumulants of diagonal slice and diagonal projection are used as an index to detect faults. In order to observe the general recognition performance, all of the 80 sets of signals are processed by mean. The results are shown in Figure 16 . For further comparison, the data normalization is shown in Table 4 . As shown above, the diagonal slice method can recognize small valve clearance easily, but can hardly recognize big valve clearance from normal working conditions. For the diagonal projection method, these three working conditions can be clearly recognized. The normalization results also show that the discrimination of the diagonal projection method is better.
This paper presented a new fault diagnosis method for diesel engines based on improved VMD, bispectrum and fourth-order cumulant that employs a cylinder head vibration signal. The For further comparison, the data normalization is shown in Table 4 . As shown above, the diagonal slice method can recognize small valve clearance easily, but can hardly recognize big valve clearance from normal working conditions. For the diagonal projection method, these three working conditions can be clearly recognized. The normalization results also show that the discrimination of the diagonal projection method is better.
This paper presented a new fault diagnosis method for diesel engines based on improved VMD, bispectrum and fourth-order cumulant that employs a cylinder head vibration signal. The research results indicate that the valve clearance fault characteristics can be extracted from the vibration signals clearly.
(1) For the decomposition level selection of VMD, a method based on fluctuation degree of every component's frequency is proposed in this paper. The results show that using this method the denoising effect is very good. The noise component in the improved reconstructed signal is very small, and the main components of the original signal are preserved in the maximum extent.
(2) For information loss of the bispectrum diagonal slice, a diagonal projection method is proposed in this paper. The analysis results of VMD reconstructed signal show that the diagonal projection method can maintain more information of originals.
(3) Finally, the fourth-order cumulants of diagonal projection are used as an index to detect faults. The results show that three valve states working conditions can be recognized clearly.
However, there are some problems to be solved in following work:
(1) In all of the VMD results, the last component frequency of has a great degree of fluctuation, which is caused by complex vibration source at that frequency. However, it is necessary to optimize VMD in order to get low fluctuation degree in every component.
(2) As shown in Figure 16 , in the diagonal slice method, the fourth-order cumulant of normal working conditions is maximum and followed by big valve clearance and small valve clearance. However, the maximum fourth-order cumulant in diagonal projection method is the big valve clearance condition and followed by the small valve clearance and normal working conditions. More information in the diagonal projection method is thought to be the main reason, but the exact component is unclear and needs further study.
(3) In this article, the proposed method is used in the valve clearance fault diagnosis of a diesel engine. In the future, we will continue carrying out experiments and calculations on other types of diesel engine faults. After that, we will improve upon the proposed method to extend this approach to fault diagnosis for other machinery. 
